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The bench: The 14 judges of the lnternatxonal Court of Justlce, who advised agamst the use of nuclear weapons but sald the ruhng was not bmdmg. )

- From JENNIFER SCOTT -
The Hague, Monday

BY THE narrowest of margms,
the International Court of Jus-
tice'advised today that the use or

| threat of nuclear weapons in war .

should be outlawed.

Tt called nuclear weapons “the

ultimate -evil”, but could not -
decide whether they should be
’banned in self-defence. :

. World Court President
Mohammed - Bedjaoui told a
packed courtroom that the deci-*

sion came by his casting vote,
after the 14 UN Judg% bad voted
Seven Versus seven. -

_The court adwsed that “the.
| threat or use of nuclear weapons.
1 would generally be contrary to”

-the “rules. .of international law
applicable in armed conflict”.. .-

The “World Health Organisa-
tion and the United Nations Gen-

eral Assembly had asked the..:
.Court for:a: non-binding, advi---

sory opinion on whether interna-
tional law permitted the threat
_or use of nuclear weapons

Was “consultauve...and not

* binding”.

. “Nuclear weapons, ‘the ultr-u
“mate evil, destabilise humanitar-

ian law which is the law of the -
lesser evil. " The  existence of -

nuclear weapons is therefore a

challenge to the very existence of

- humanitarian law,” Bedjaoui -

"said in a personal statement
explaining why he had cast his
demdmg vote.. S
. At Jeast 20 UN member states

<. testified at- the ‘court last Octo-.":
. ber, with the international com-.
munity split between - those™

_Wwhich either have nuclear arms .
‘or -come under the protection of *
the so-called nuclear umbrella, -
and those which do not. ... -
The court remained undecided

THE mcechmrman of Scottish - ﬁndmgs orrthe steps of St Giles” -
CND+-claimed - the:" landmark ;> - Cathedral;” where the Scottish -
--decision. by ‘the- Intematlonal(
i Court: -of -: Justice.. to+ outlaw

campaign - to questmn of the:

rlegahty of Trident. in the: mter5 .

'deﬁniﬁvely whether ‘the threat legal

-~International community to con- -

“he said.:;

merely noted “the existence of g
uncertainty”, Bedjaoui said
or use of nuclear weapons would -that it did at least point to imper-
"be lawful or unlawful in an  fections in international law and
“‘extremeé circumstance of self-  wrged states to correct them.
defence, in ‘which the very sur-r - Among the dissenting votes,
vival of a state would be vice-president - - Stephen
stake,” Bedjaoui said.- - - Schwebel of .the United States

Speakmg in the Court’s Great said that the court would have
‘Hall of Justice, he urged the . “done better:. not to render an
., opinion at all.™ ™~ “*:

“The court cannot -conclude’

tinue its pursuit of a nuclearfree.
world: through - :
talks. 1

“There exists an obhgauon
_ pursue in'good faith and bring to ~™ international law,” heé said.
a conclusion negotiations lead-
ing to nuclear, disarmament in - WHO request for an opinion-on, -

ambrvalence about -the.. most -

all its ‘aspects tunder strict and ~. .the legahty of nuclear weapons,:

-effective mternatwnal control,” saying --it. was outside that

 anl are used legally or ﬂlegally, thelr

Y-
.- would mvolve threatenmg or.
» T ,{ -using their’ nuclear weapons is
-,»opposmon thlch. ‘the~ very._muc_h open;to_; questlon, %

.Important provisions of moderh
The court earlier dismissed the

Picture: AP

effects on health would be the
same,” the court said. -

Among the nuclear powers
which testified to the court last
November, the United States
urged the court to throw out the
Tequest, saying nuclear weapons
‘were vital for giobal security.

Australia and New Zealand led

- the call for nuclear arsenals to be

outlawed, while France and Rus-
sia sided with their nuclear part-
ners in urging the court to reject

Athe request for advice.

OPrime Minister HD Deve

" Gowda said that India stood by
. its decision to reject a proposed

global nuclear test ban treaty

..and would remst W%tem pres-

sure to sign up. s
.His pledge came aﬂer the US
negotiator to the treaty said he .
“did not expect India to block-
adoption of the text, even if it ;

‘refused to sign the current draft.

India last month rejected a
draft of the Comprehensive Test:;
Ban Treaty being negotiated in -
Geneva, saying it was flawed and
discriminatory and did not take
- the world any closer to umversal
nuclear disarmament. ——Reuter

spokesman, Mr Colini Cam pbell;* I
said: “The majority of Scots do ]
. not want Trident or Polaris sub-.<
-; marines, but have now been sen:-:

~nuclear ‘missiles: 'effectwely RS pe : Jtenced to have the hazards of
‘marked’ the: final chapter; f against it all along,” he-said. ~zoer - The Scottish Natlonal Party unwanted nuclear submarines .
atomic weapons. ;i : The: anti-nuclear - leader; -also welcomed the ruling and. «mScottlshwatersfor the next 16
i Announcing- the | ﬁndmgs sof . - lawed nuclear weapons, except .- claimed it would have immedi- ;:; said it should be followed by the years-at least. -~
the court in Edinburgh, Mr Alan =) where a country was threatened - ate and widespread Jmphcauons " swift - dispatch.. .of -nuclear-..,: “If.-the Government~ thmks .
Wilkie said: “We have seen:the - with extinction, and claimed the: - -and had “enormous ' pracucal—;.~ weaponry - from Scotland, theyare safe in the interim, why
beginning - of the . end of the . decision as a victory.. - - . effect.” s --including: " the -- nuclear hulks - don’'t they stick them up the-
atonnc age.’t = “It was a victory to get itto the “The questxon of Whether the; berthed at Rosyth. .- . - River'Thames outside their cosy
Mr Wl]lue ouﬂ.med the court’ court, because of the h‘emen—.-_ . The defence s ‘Westminister ofﬁces‘?” Sh LT

Polans__or the Trident can law-. - . party’ e




